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• = Sighting or Collection
in NC since 2004

• = Not seen since 20043 - Cumberland - 2002-05-17
2 - Martin - 1996-05-21
2 - Alleghany - 2000-06-01

High counts of:

NC counties: 22

Pygmy Paectes MothPaectes pygmaea
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Euteliidae     SUBFAMILY: Euteliinae     TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Covell (1984); Beadle and Leckie (2012)
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The ground color is blackish when fresh but fades to dull brown (Forbes, 1954). The antemedian and
postmedian are black and doubled. The antemedian is deeply scalloped, with three loops. The middle loop is the largest and
borders a basal spot that ranges from fuscous to pale tan. The postmedian is overlain with a blackish shade and runs out to a sharp
cusp or tooth at the cell and is then smoothly incurved to the inner margin. The orbicular is small or obscure but the reniform is a
narrow pale lunule with a dark center. The hindwings are black with a white outer margin.

This species is similar to <i>P. abrostoloides</i> but is much smaller and lacks the small tooth on the inner curve of the
postmedian that is possessed by that species. The overall effect is that the double PM line of <i>P. abrostoloides</i> is represented
as two arcs that connect, with the inner one being the larger. In contrast, <i>P. pygmaea</i> has a single, broad arc that spans the
entire length between the posterior tooth and the inner margin.

DISTRIBUTION: Please refer to the dot map.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Please refer to the flight charts.

HABITAT:

FOOD: The larvae were thought to specialize on Sweetgum (<i>Liquidamber styraciflua</i>), but are known to commonly use
Winged Sumac (<i>Rhus copallinum</i>; Forbes, 1954; Wagner, 2005; BugGuide).

OBSERVATION_METHODS:

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: G5 S4S5

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: 

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

Euteliidae
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