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Microcrambus kimballi No common name
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Crambidae = SUBFAMILY: Crambinae = TRIBE: Crambini
TAXONOMIC _COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Klots (1968)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following is based on the original description by Klots (1968). The labial palp is white and somewhat shaded
ventrally with brown. The head and thorax are white with some scattered brown scales. The forewing ground color is dull white with dark
marks and dusting. The costal edge is broadly pale brownish to beyond the middle of the wing. The whitish medial line is relatively wide
and has a diffuse darker margin on the distal edge that is often incomplete near the center of the wing. It runs obliquely outward from the
costa to an acute point, and in some cases nearly reaches the subterminal line, then angles back and runs to the middle of the dorsal margin.
The subterminal line is better developed and consists of two thin, wavy dark lines that are narrowly separated by whitish. It runs obliquely
outward from the costa for about one-fourth of its length, then angles to run parallel to the outer margin as a scalloped or wavy line. Just
before reaching the sub-tornal region it bends basally and runs to the inner margin at about four-fifths the inner margin length. The costa
has a diffuse dark brown patch between the medial and subterminal line, and a second diffuse dark patch between the subterminal line and
the apex. The remainder of the subterminal region beyond the subterminal line is mostly dull white. The terminal line consists of a line of
six or seven black dots. The fringe is pale brown with a dull sheen, while the hindwing is dirty, brownish white with a faint, darker terminal
line and a faint dark line in the fringe.

<i>Microcrambus kimballi</i> closely resembles <i>M. minor</i> and is best distinguished by the wavy or scalloped subterminal line

versus the diffuse and poorly develop line on <i>M. minor</i>. Worn specimens may require dissection. Geographic distribution may also
help since <i>M. kimballi</i> is currently only known from Swain County in the Blue Ridge.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Microcrambus kimballi</i> is found in the eastern U.S., with the range extending from southeastern Texas eastward
across the Gulf Coast states to southern Florida and Georgia, and northward to South Carolina, eastern Tennessee, western North Carolina,
Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Maryland. All of our records (N = 6) as of 2023 are from Swain County in the southwestern Blue
Ridge.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adult fly year-round or nearly so in Florida and from May through October elsewhere. As of 2023, our records
extend from early-June to mid-August.

HABITAT: Our records are mostly from areas with mesic forests and nearby meadows, roadways or other disturbed habitats.
FOOD: The host plants are undocumented.

OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S2-S3]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.
COMMENTS: As of 2023, this species has been collected from several sites in the Great Smoky Mountains and vicinity. Overall, it

appears to be rare in the state, but more information is needed on its distribution, abundance, and larval life history before we can
accurately assess its conservation status.
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