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No common nameCrambus ainslieellus
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Crambidae     SUBFAMILY: Crambinae     TRIBE: Crambini
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: The genus <i>Crambus</i> includes around 155 species that are distributed globally. Some of the species are significant
pests that can cause damage to agricultural crops, lawns and rangelands. This is one of 41 species in this genus that occur in North America north of
Mexico (Pohl and Nanz, 2023), and one of fifteen species that occur in North Carolina.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Klots (1942)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following description is based on that of Klots (1942). The labial palps vary from yellowish brown to brown and are slightly
bronzy. The vertex and collar are a lighter yellowish brown, and the thorax is darker brown and bronzy. The ground color of the forewing is yellowish
brown, but can sometimes be quite dark or have a distinctly bronzy iridescence. The most conspicuous mark is a broad, silvery white, longitudinal,
stripe that extends from the wing base before ending just before the subterminal line. The stripe is narrowly separated from the brown costa and gently
tapers to a sharp point. The subterminal line runs obliquely from the costa toward the outer margin, then curves to form a rounded angle of
approximately 90 degrees and runs to the inner margin.  Between the terminal, tapering portion of the discal band and the costa (below vein R5) there is
a small, spindle-shaped white dash that can vary from very small to large enough to join the discal band. There are a few indistinct dark lines between
the dorsal edge of the longitudinal stripe and the submarginal line, and a well-defined, diagonal, white costal streak just before the subterminal line. The
apical area is white and has a narrow, dark brown, triangular patch that connects basally with a curved dark line that runs to the costa beyond the
submarginal line. The area below the apical area and between the subterminal line and outer margin is usually slightly more grayish than the ground
color of the wing, and has four or five narrow black dashes. A narrow, darker brown marginal line is present and is most distinct below the apex. The
forewing fringe is semi-lustrous, brownish, and lighter basally, while the hindwing is a very pale brown with a dirty white fringe.

<i>Crambus ainslieellus</i> is very similar to <i>C. leachellus</i> in coloration and patterning. In <i>C. ainslieellus</i> the broad longitudinal stripe
is separated from the costa by a thin brown line along its entire length, while in <i>C. leachellus</i> the longitudinal stripe touches the costa along the
basal half of the wing so that the brown line is restricted to the apical half. These species are easily distinguished based on their genitalia (Klots,
1942). <i>Crambus praefectellus</i> is also similar, but has a narrower stripe, with the brown area between the stripe and the costa noticeably wider
and complete.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Crambus ainslieellus</i> appears to be widespread in North America, but its distribution is poorly documented. Klots (1942)
reported specimens from Washington, Montana, and Maine in the U.S., and from British Columbia and Manitoba in Canada, while Pohl et al. (2018)
found it to be widespread across southern Canada, including in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and Nova Scotia.
MPG has additional records from Maine, Maryland and Colorado. As of 2023, we have a single record from
the interface of the Coastal Plain and Piedmont in Montgomery County.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The very limited data that is available has records from June through October throughout the range. As of 2023, we has a single
record from May 31, 2022.

HABITAT: Our one record is from a diabase ridge that adjoins a floodplain.

FOOD: The host plants are undocumented.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: This species comes to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: We have a single record for this recently discovered species in North Carolina from a diabase ridge in Montgomery County. It appears to
be rare within the state, but much more information is needed on its distribution, abundance, host plants, preferred habitats and resident status before we
can assess its conservation needs.  
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